Private Hydrant Guide
A Private Fire Hydrant is defined by the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA 25) as the pipe and its appurtenances located on the private property between a source of water and the base of the riser. The private service main begins at a point designated by the public water utility, usually at a manually operated valve near the property line (master meter).
All inspections, maintenance, and testing shall be performed by a licensed and qualified company in the State of Georgia.
Accurate records of all inspections, maintenance, and testing shall be maintained on the premises at all times for inspection by Covington Fire Marshal’s Office as well as uploading to (Inspection Reports On Line) IROL.
Frequency of service shall be:
• Inspection and maintenance performed annually per NFPA 25. A legible map must be provided with hydrants being inspected as well as description of location. Mark the map so it corresponds to hydrant being tested or inspected. This includes, inspecting for damage, oil or grease stem with approved lubricant, clean and grease threads with approved grease, 3 foot clearance and visible. See NFPA 25 for ALL requirements. All reports MUST be uploaded to IROL. (Inspection Reports On Line)
• Measured flow test performed every 5 years per NFPA 25. If hydrants are supplied by a fire pump then the pump MUST be used during the test. A legible map must be provided with hydrants being tested as well as description of location and test results. Mark the map so it corresponds to hydrant being tested or inspected and note which hydrants are on a fire pump and which are not. All reports MUST be uploaded to IROL. (Inspection Reports On Line)
Visibility and access requirements shall be:
Private hydrants barrels and caps will be painted red or safety red. The bonnets will be painted in accordance with NFPA 291 (Blue, Green, Orange, Red ) based on GPM. See approved paint colors.
Blue – Over 1500 GPM
Green- 1499 GPM to 1000 GPM
Orange- 999 GPM to 500 GPM
Red- 499 GPM and Less (Notify Fire Marshall immediately if less than 499 GPM)
Private hydrants on fire pumps shall be painted completely Red. These are primarily on the industrial properties. The purpose is to allow the fire department to know visually which hydrants are supplied by a pump for tactical decisions.
• The fire hydrant shall be visible from all directions of travel to responding fire apparatus. The nearness of shrubs, plants, fences, posts, etc. shall not prevent access to the hydrant for proper operation.
• A 3-foot clear space shall be maintained around the circumference of fire hydrants.
• A 6-foot, 8-inch clear space from the top of the hydrant vertically to the bottom of any tree limbs, hedges, or bush shall be maintained.


Approved paint colors
Blue- Rust-Oleum Sail Blue or equivalent
Green- Rust-Oleum Green or equivalent
Orange- Rust-Oleum Orange
Red- Rust-Oleum Red or equivalent


NOTE: All fire hydrant reports as well as ALL fire related inspection reports (Fire Hydrants, Alarms, Hood Systems, Fire Pumps, Sprinkler Systems …….) MUST be uploaded into IROL (Inspection Reports On Line) by the licensed inspection company. Contact the Covington Fire Department Fire Marshal Office for IROL information on enrolling or uploading documents.

Below is an annual inspection form as well as 5 yr flow test form that you may use if you so choose. You may also use one of your choosing as long as it has the same or more information listed. 
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Location Name

Location Address

City, State, Zip

Inspector Name

Date of Inspection / Time

Test Hydrant Location and Number. 

Must include a map of hydrant 

location and numbers.

Is Hydrant Supplied by fire pump? 

Pump must be left on during test.

Hydrant Outlet Size (Flow Hydrant)

Discharge Coefficient (Flow Hydrant)

Static (Test Hydrant) PSI

Residual (Test Hydrant) PSI

Pitot Pressure (Flow hydrant) PSI

Deficiencies or Notes:

Inspector Name License #

Inspector Signature Date

Manager Name

Manager Signature Date

5 yr Flow test must be done in accorcance with NFPA 25 / 291 using a 2 hydrant test. If hydrant is supplied

by a fire pump, it must be left on during the test. See Private hydrant guide for hydrant paint colors.

Private Hydrant Flow Test 

Form
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Location Name

Location Address

City, State, Zip

Inspector Name

Date of Inspection / Time

Number of Hydrants InspectedQty:

YES NO N/A Comments

Are hydrants supplied by fire 

pump?

Were all hydrants Flushed for 

a minimum  of 60 seconds or 

until clear, whichever is 

longer?

Are all hydrants clear and 

accessable, 3 ft clearance all 

the way around?

Is hydrant free from leaks, 

corrosion or cracks?

Are outlets lubricated?

Threads in good condition and 

caps present?

Operating nut in good 

condition and lubed?

Did dry pipe hydrant drain 

completely within 60 minutes 

of shut off?

Paint in good condition? 

Completely red if on fire 

pump, If not on pump barrel 

red and bonnett NFPA color?

Deficiencies or Notes:

Inspector Name License #

Inspector Signature Date

Manager Name

Manager Signature Date

Private Hydrant Annual 

Inspection Form
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